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reunite in Congress: for Indian solidarity was not only ren-
dered impossible by the differences existing between Hindus
and Moslems, but also between Liberals and Congressists, and,
inside Congress, between "No-Changers" and "Swarajists/'
In the meantime, he declared, all non-cooperation must remain
suspended. In September 1924, he convened accordingly a
Unity Conference to Delhi, consisting of all prominent Hindu
and Moslem leaders, but including also some others, amongst
whom the Anglican Metropolitan of India (Dr. Foss Westcott)
and the Editor of the Calcutta Statesman (Mr. Arthur Moore)
were the most prominent. Mahatma Gandhi's contribution to
this Unity Conference consisted in a three weeks' fast, which
ended on October 7, 1924: and this self-imposed penance with
the prayers that were offered up at his bedside by Hindu,
Moslem, Parsi and Christian alike, gave to it a spiritual tone and
religious fervour, which augured well for its success. In fact, a
formula was found after much searching of heart and anguish
of mind, and, better still, a Hindu-Moslem Conciliation Board
of fifteen was set up, which was to be called in, wherever and
whenever any communal trouble was brewing. Alas, the
admirable spirit of goodwill engendered evaporated in the
event only too quickly, once the memorable days of Delhi were
over, and the Conference proved incapable not only of healing
the breach, but even of improving permanently relations be-
tween the two great communities.

The Moslem League had suffered a total eclipse by the Khila-
fat agitation. Even in 1923 still, when it had attempted a resump-
tion of its activities, it had been silenced and voted down by the
Khilafat extremists. But by December 1924, when the League
held another session, the Khilafatists were in the minority and
the League came back into its old position of a Moslem counter-
part to the Congress. Just to smooth the way to a friendly under-
standing with the Khilafat organization, the League resolved
to leave concern about Moslem interests outside India to the